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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) In a server system linked to a consumer system through a 
communication link, wherein the consumer system includes a processor, a memory, a decoder, 
and an output device for playing multimedia content, and wherein the server system enables the 
consumer system to filter multimedia content that is comprised of video content, audio content, 
or both, a method of assisting the consumer system to automatically identify portions of the 
multimedia content that are to be filtered and to thereafter automatically filter the identified 
portions, the method comprising the server system performing the acts of: 

creating an object store that includes a plurality of navigation objects which can be 
loaded into a memory of the consumer system, each navigation object defining a portion of the 
multimedia content that is to be filtered by defining a start position, a stop position, and a 
specific filtering action to be performed on the portion of the multimedia content defined by the 
start and stop positions for that portion; 

receiving a request for one or more navigation objects from the consumer system, the 
request identifying the multimedia content to be played at the consumer system; 

in response to the request, retrieving one or more navigation objects from the object 
store; [[and]] 

sending the one or more navigation objects to the consumer system for processing, 
whereby the consumer system filters the multimedia content by activating the filtering action for 
each portion of the multimedia content defined by the start and stop positions of each navigation 
object, resulting in the exclusion of each portion of the multimedia content defined by the one or 
more navigation objects[[.]]i 

sending a representation of the one or more navigation obiects to the consumer system, 
the representation including a description of the one or more navigation obiects; 

receiving a password from the consumer system to authorize disabling at least one of 
the one or more navigation obiects; 

receiving a response to the representation of the one or more navigation obiects sent to 
the consumer system, the response identifying at least one of the one or more navigation 
obiects to be disabled: and 

disabling the at least one of the one or more navigation obiects such that the filtering 
action assigned by the at least one of the one or more navigation obiects is ignored. 
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2. (original) A method as recited in claim I wherein the position codes are time 

codes. 

3. (original) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein the filtering action specified in at 
least one of the one or more navigation objects is either skipping or reframing the portion of the 
multimedia content defined by the at least one navigation object. 

4. (original) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein the multimedia content includes 
one or more channels of audio content, and wherein the filtering action specified in at least one 
of the one or more navigation objects is muting at least one channel of the audio content for the 
portion of the audio content defined by the at least one navigation object. 

5. (original) A method as recited in claim I wherein access to the server system is 
governed by a fee agreement, the method further comprising the act of receiving a fee from a 
user at the consumer system, the fee entitling the user to access the server system for either (i) 
a specific period of time, or (ii) a specific number of times. 

6. (original) A method as recited in claim 1 wherein the plurality navigation objects 
are based at least in part on the age appropriateness of the portions of the multimedia content 
defined by the plurality of navigation objects, age appropriateness being determined according 
to either industry or community standards. 

7. (original) A method as recited in claim 1 further comprising the act of 
downloading a consumer system multimedia navigator from the server system, the navigator 
activating the filtering actions of the one or more navigation objects at the consumer system. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) In a server system linked to a consumer system through a 
communication link, wherein the consumer system includes a processor, a memory, a decoder, 
and an output device for playing multimedia content, and wherein the server system enables the 
consumer system to filter multimedia content that is comprised of video content, audio content, 
or both, a method of assisting the consumer system to automatically identify portions of the 
multimedia content that are to be filtered and to thereafter automatically filter the identified 
portions, the method comprising the server system performing the acts of: 

creating an object store that includes a plurality of navigation objects which can be 
loaded into a memory of the consumer system, each navigation object defining a portion of the 
multimedia content that is to be filtered by defining a start position, a stop position, and a 
specific filtering action to be performed on the portion of the multimedia content defined by the 
start and stop positions for that portion; 
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as the consumer system decodes the multimedia content, continuously querying the 
consumer system for a position code, the position code indicating a position relative to other 
positions within the multimedia content; 

continuously monitoring the position code and comparing it with each navigation object 
to determine whether the position corresponding to the position code is within one of the 
navigation objects; 

determining the position code is within a navigation object; 

sending to the consumer system, the filtering action assigned to the navigation object, 
whereby the consumer system filters the multimedia content by activating the filtering action, 
resulting in the exclusion of the portion of the multimedia content defined by the navigation 
object[[.]]; 

sending a representation of one or more navigation objects to the consumer s vstem, the 
representation including a description of the one or more navigation obiects; 

receiving a password from the consumer system to authorize disabling at least one of 
the one or more navigation obiects; 

receiving a response to the representation of the one or more navigation obiects sent to 
the consumer svstem, the response identifying the at least one of the one or mo re navigation 
obiects to be disabled; and 

disabling the at least one of the one or more navigation obiects such tha t the filtering 
action assigned to the at least one of the one or more navigation obiects is ignored. 

10. (original) A method as recited in claim 9 further comprising the sen/er system 
performing the acts of: 

determining the position code is after the navigation object ; and 
sending a command to the consumer system instructing the consumer system to end 
activation of the filtering action assigned to the navigation object. 

1 1 . (original) A method as recited in claim 9 wherein the position codes are time 

codes. 

12. (original) A method as recited in claim 9 wherein the filtering action assigned to 
the navigation object is either skipping or reframing the portion of the multimedia content 
defined by the navigation object. 

13. (original) A method as recited in claim 9 wherein the multimedia content includes 
one or more channels of audio content, and wherein the filtering action specified in the 
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navigation object is muting at least one channel of the audio content for the portion of the audio 
content defined by the navigation object. 

14. (original) A method as recited in claim 9 wherein access to the server system is 
governed by a fee agreement, the method further comprising the act of receiving a fee from a 
user at the consumer system, the fee entitling the user to access the server system for either (i) 
a specific period of time, or (ii) a specific number of times. 

15. (original) A method as recited in claim 9 wherein the plurality navigation objects 
are based at least in part on the age appropriateness of the portions of the multimedia content 
defined by the plurality of navigation objects, age appropriateness being determined according 
to either industry or community standards. 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (original) A method as recited in claim 9 further comprising the act of 
downloading a consumer system multimedia navigator from the server system, the navigator 
activating at the consumer system, the filtering action of the navigation object. 

18-32. (cancelled) 

33. (currently amended) In a server system linked to a consumer system through a 
communication link, wherein the consumer system includes a processor, a memory, a decoder, 
and an output device for playing multimedia content, and wherein the server system enables the 
consumer system to filter multimedia content that is comprised of video content, audio content, 
or both, a computer program product for implementing a method of assisting the consumer 
system to automatically identify portions of the multimedia content that are to be filtered and to 
thereafter automatically filter the identified portions, comprising: 

a computer readable medium for carrying machine-executable instructions for 
implementing the method; and 

wherein said method is comprised of machine-executable instructions for performing the 

acts of: 

creating an object store that includes a plurality of navigation objects which can 
be loaded into a memory of the consumer system, each navigation object defining a portion of 
the multimedia content that is to be filtered by defining a start position, a stop position, and a 
specific filtering action to be performed on the portion of the multimedia content defined by the 
start and stop positions for that portion; 

receiving a request for one or more navigation objects from the consumer 
system, the request identifying the multimedia content to be played at the consumer system; 
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in response to the request, retrieving one or more navigation objects from tlie 

object store; [[and]] 

sending the one or more navigation objects to the consumer system for 
processing, whereby the consumer system filters the multimedia content by activating the 
filtering action for each portion of the multimedia content defined by the start and stop positions 
of each navigation object, thereby excluding each portion of the multimedia content defined by 
the one or more navigation objects[[.]]; 

sending a representation of one or more navigation obiects to the consumer system, the 
representation including a description of the one or more navigation objects; 

receiving a password from the consumer svstem to authorize disabling at least one of 
the one or more navigation obiects; 

receiving a response to the representation of the one or more navigation obiects sent to 
the consumer svstem, the response identifvina the at least one of the one or mo re navigation 
obiects to be disabled; and 

disabling the at least one of the one or more navigation obiects such that the filtering 
action assigned to the at least one of the one or more navigation obiects is ignored. 

34. (original) A computer program product as recited in claim 33 wherein the position 
codes are time codes. 

35. (original) A computer program product as recited in claim 33 wherein the filtering 
action specified in at least one of the one or more navigation objects is either skipping or 
reframing the portion of the multimedia content defined by the at least one navigation object. 

36. (original) A computer program product as recited in claim 33 wherein the 
multimedia content includes one or more channels of audio content and the filtering action 
assigned to the at least one navigation object is muting, the method comprised further of 
machine-executable instructions for peri'orming the act of muting at least one channel of the 
audio content for the portion of the audio content defined by the at least one navigation object. 

37. (cancelled) 

38. (currently amended) In a server system linked to a consumer system through a 
communication link, wherein the consumer system includes a processor, a memory, a decoder, 
and an output device for playing multimedia content, and wherein the server system enables the 
consumer system to filter multimedia content that is comprised of video content, audio content, 
or both, a computer program product for implementing a method of assisting the consumer 
system to automatically identify portions of the multimedia content that are to be filtered and to 
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thereafter automatically filter the identified portions, the nnethod comprising the server system 
performing the acts of: 

a computer readable medium for carrying machine-executable instructions for 
implementing the method; and 

wherein said method is comprised of machine-executable instructions for performing the 

acts of: 

creating an object store that includes a plurality of navigation objects which can 
be loaded into a memory of the consumer system, each navigation object defining a portion of 
the multimedia content that is to be filtered by defining a start position, a stop position, and a 
specific filtering acfion to be performed on the portion of the multimedia content defined by the 
start and stop positions for that portion; 

as the consumer system decodes the multimedia content, confinuously querying 
the consumer system for a posifion code, the position code indicating a position relative to other 
positions within the mulfimedia content; 

confinuously monitoring the position code and comparing it with each navigation 
object to determine whether the position corresponding to the position code is within one of the 
navigafion objects; 

determining the position code is within a navigafion object; 

sending to the consumer system, the filtering action assigned to the navigafion 
object, whereby the consumer system filters the mulfimedia content by activating the filtering 
action[[.]]; 

sending a representation of one or more navigation objects to the consumer 
system, the representation including a description of the one or more navigation objects: 

receiving a password from the consumer svstem to authorize disabling at least 
one of the one or more navigation obiects; 

receiving a response to the representation of the one or more navigation obiects 
sent to the consumer svstem, the response identifying the at least one of the one or more 
navigation obiects to be disabled; and 

disabling the at least one of the one or more navigation obiects such that the 
filtering action assigned to the at least one of the one or more navigation obiects is ignored. 

39. (original) A computer program product as recited in claim 38 wherein the position 
codes are time codes. 
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40. (original) A computer program product as recited in claim 38 wherein the filtering 
action assigned to the navigation object is either skipping or reframing the portion of the 
multimedia content defined by the navigation object. 

41 . (original) A computer program product as recited in claim 38 wherein the 
multimedia content includes one or more channels of audio content and the filtering action 
assigned to the navigation object is muting, the method comprised further of machine- 
executable instructions for performing the act of muting at least one channel of the audio 
content for the portion of the audio content defined by the navigation object. 

42. (cancelled) 
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